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PROPOSAL 

Thomas Barrow studied at the Art Institute of Design in Chicago, Illinois in 1967. He graduated 

there with a M.A. in graphic design. He had also studied film and Northwestern University and began 

teaching photography in 1976. He’s displayed many exhibitions since 1974 and his most recent showings 

at the Joseph Bellows Gallery in La Jolla. His photography techniques can be viewed as a precursor to 

our modern digital graphic designs. For example, many of his works feature a double exposure or 

“layering” of photos on top of another to create an opaque illusion to create the composition. It is quite 

similar to Jerry Ueslmann and his play with surrealism in photography.  

PLAN OF ACTION 

I propose that I will create an artistic collection of photographs that will be presented to the 

class and will symbolize the context, audience, setting, structure, and ideas of Thomas Barrow while 

utilizing the key components and ideas taught in this class.  

DESIRED OUTCOMES 

What inspires me is anything that is aesthetically pleasing. I’ve always been drawn to art, mostly 

illustration but I’ve broadened my range through education. I was greatly interested in traditional studio 

art but times are changing and I am learning to adapt. Growing up, I saw more illustration type 

animations fall out of style and more digital art. I realized this at a young age that I must make my 

segway into digital art. A good logo, a good design, great composition and complimenting themes and 

colors are what produces a feeling of joy I don’t experience anywhere else. I don’t hold much value on 

my life as a being because that is finite. Things that survive through generations are ideas and art. When 

I die, I want to be remembered through the things I have produced in my lifetime. All it takes is one 

masterpiece, one great piece of art to make my life feel complete.  

 


